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Christmas Eve 
By Mary Lillian Miles 


F CHRIST should come to your home 
I tonight, 
And quietly take His place 
By the loaded tree or the festive board, 
Could you look into His face? 


Could you feel quite sure you had done 
your best 
To honor your Saviour King— 
With Wise Men and shepherds to bow 
at His feet, 
And bring Him an offering? 


The world rushes on and forgets the 
Christ, 
God’s gift of love to men. 
Make room for Him now in your heart 
and home, 
And wonder and worship again. 


Does Language Limit God? 


Can God cause men to know what 
He wants them to know? The idea is 
rather widespread that the Holy Spirit 
and the writers of Scripture whom He 
inspired were from time to time stop- 
ped short by language barriers, were 
“struggling to express” what they 
wanted to say, and could not reveal 
some of the deepest truths as man really 
ought to know them. But the former 
Editor of the Tres, Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, who was an | independent 


thinker and a staunch defender of the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, did not 
God 


fully agree with this thought. 














gave man the gift of language, even 
though He confounded it at the Tower 
of Babel, and He is perfectly able to 
tell man just what He wants him to 
know and all that he needs to know 
now. It is true that sin dulls man’s 
hearing and clouds his understanding, 
and man can deliberately refuse to hear 
God; but that is quite a different thing 
from saying that God cannot say what 
He wants to. What Dr. Trumbull had 
in mind was, of course, the original 
languages, Hebrew and Greek, and it 
may be true that they are more expres- 
sive than our modern languages, and 
translations are sometimes faulty. But 
his caution was worthy of attention, lest 
we limit God, dishonor the Scriptures, 
and excuse ourselves for not under- 
standing, with the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, and accepting by faith what God 
has revealed to us. We need to remem- 
ber that “holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 
1:21), not merely according to the very 
best of their own knowledge and abil- 





ity. When Moses was objecting to 
speaking for God on behalf of Israel, 
God said to him, “Who hath made man’s 
mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or 
deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have 
not I the Lord? Now therefore go, and 
I will be with thy mouth, and teach 
thee what thou shalt say” (Exod. 4:11, 
12). As He taught Moses what to say, 
so He inspired the writers of all the 
Scriptures. Of the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord Jesus said, “Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he 
will shew you things to come” (John 
16:13). Counting upon Him for guid- 
ance, searching the Scriptures dili- 
gently, and obeying when God gives 
us new light, we can learn all that we 
need to know in this life. As J. E. 
Ramseyer, at one time president of Fort 
Wayne Bible Institute, used to say: 


Light obeyed increaseth light, 
Light rejected bringeth night. 


b 


ll. The Ladder From Heaven 


By Martin A. 


Rune IV: Hts MrIrRacies 


N THE day of Pentecost Peter 
O said, “Ye men of Israel, hear 

these words: Jesus of Nazareth, 
a man approved of God unto you by 
mighty works and wonders and signs 
which God did by him in the midst of 
you, aS ye yourselves know” (Acts 2:22, 
A.S.V.). The purpose of these miracles 
was twofold: (1) To convince the peo- 
ple that He was the Son of God. “The 
works which the Father hath given me 
to accomplish, the very works that I 
do, bear witness of me, that the Father 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Only rebel not ye against the 
Lord, neither fear ye the people of 
the land; for they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from 
them, and the Lord is with us: fear 
them not” (Num. 14:9), 




















Hopkins, D.D. 


hath sent me” (John 5:36, A.S.V.). “Be- 
lieve me that I am in the Father and 
the Father in me: or else believe me for 
the very works’ sake” (John 14:11, 
A.S.V.). (2) The second purpose of the 
miracles was to convince people that He 
had. authority to forgive sin. After 
healing the paralytic, He said: “Which 
is easier, to say to the sick of the palsy, 
Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, 
and take up thy bed and walk? But 
that ye may know that the Son of man 
hath authority on earth to forgive sins 
. .. I say unto thee, Arise, take up thy 
bed, and go unto thy house” (Mark 2: 
9-11, A.S.V.). 


Runc V: His DEATH In Our STEAD 

“The Son of man also came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45, A.S.V.). Just before the 
crucifixion Jesus said: “And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto myself” (John 12:32, A.S.V.). 
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Isaiah had long before prophesied of 
the Servant of Jehovah that “he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed” (Isa. 
53:5, 6, A.S.V.). Our Lord said, “I am 
the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
layeth down his life for the sheep” 
(John 10:11). (See also John 15:13; 
Gal. 2:20.) 


Rune VI: His Bopity RESURRECTION 

Before His crucifixion the Lord Jesus 
foretold His death in no uncertain 
words. In the beginning of His min- 
istry He did use rather cryptic language 
when He said, “Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up” 
(John 2:19, A.S.V.). But as the time ap- 


proached for His crucifixion and the , 


disciples were better prepared for it, 
He.told them plainly of His death and 
resurrection. (See such passages as 
Matt. 20:17-19.) If He had not risen 
from the dead in bodily form, He could 
not have commanded the faith of His 
followers. It was to them the final 
proof of His claim to be the Son of 
God and to have authority to forgive 
sin. He “was declared to be the Son 
of God with power ... by the resur- 
rection from the dead” (Rom. 1:4, 
AS.V.). (See also 1 Cor, 15:14, 17; Acts 
2:32; Rom. 4:25.) 


Rune VII: His AscENSION 
to Gop’s RicHT HAND 


“And he led them out until they were 
over against Bethany: and he lifted up 
his hands, and blessed them. And it 
came to pass, while he blessed them, he 
parted from them, and was carried up 
into heaven. And they worshipped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy” (Luke 24:50-52, A.S.V.). (See Acts 
1:9.) 


Rune VIII: His ContrinuvaL INTERCESSION 
AT Gop’s Ricut HaNnpD 
“And if any man sin, we have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous” (1 John 2:1, A.S.V.). 
(See also Rom. 8:33, 34; Heb. 7:25.) 


Rune IX: His Return 1n GLory 
The personal, bodily, visible return of 
our Lord in power and glory is an es- 
sential part of our most holy faith. What 
began so quietly at the Incarnation in 
Bethlehem’s manger will reach its tri- 
umphant climax “at the revelation of 
the Lord Jesus from heaven with the 
angels of his power in flaming fire” (2 
Thess. 1:7, AS.V.). We are “looking 
for the blessed hope and appearing of 
the glory of the great God and our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13, A.S.V.). 

(See also Acts 1:11; Heb. 9:24-27.) 
Such is God’s wonderful Ladder, let 
down out of Heaven for us sinful men, 
so that we can climb on it out of the 
miry pit of sin and wickedness and woe 
in which we live (Psa. 40:1-3). Let us 
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lay hold of it by faith. It is a perfect 
ladder, reaching all the way to Heaven 
to the throne of God. It cannot be im- 
proved on. All the rungs are absolutely 
necessary from the first to the last. 
Some would omit one or the other, but 
what is left is a poor broken thing that 
will not avail for the salvation of sin- 
ful men. Let us take the Ladder just 
as God has given it to us. “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life: no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 
Christ is “the only Ladder that faith 
will trust.” 


Faith wants no earthly steppingstones, 
Nor ladders men devise, ' 
The only Ladder faith will trust 
Was lowered from the skies. 


This Ladder Jacob first beheld 
In that eventful night 

When angels hovered round his bed, 
And God spoke from the height. 


Christ is the Ladder long enough 
To bridge that awful span 

Between the earth and Paradise, 
Once lost by sinful man. 


Christ is the Ladder strong enough 
All contrite souls to bear 
Up to the heights of Gloryland 
And lead them safely there. 
—W. M. Czamanske. 


Notes on Open Letters 


Fitness for the Lord’s Supper 


In your section “Notes on Open 
Letters” in the September 8th issue 
dealing with the Lord’s Supper an- 
other interpretation for the verses 
discussed has been brought to my 
attention. 

In 1 Corinthians 11:27-29 it seems 
the word “unworthily” can be trans- 
lated “in an unworthy manner” mak- 
ing the sin refer to conduct primarily, 
which the text refers to as drunken- 
ness and using the Lord’s Supper as 
an opportunity to satisfy one’s hunger, 
verse 21. In both these instances the 
sin was “not discerning the Lord’s 
body.” Too drunk to realize, and con- 
cerned about their hunger, they 
missed the full import of seeing in 
this fellowship a picture of the cruci- 
fixion of Christ. We do not eat and 
drink unworthily if our minds and 
hearts (with other thoughts set aside) 
are seeing in the Communion a re- 
membrance of Christ’s death. Natu- 
rally the unsaved could not approach 
the table with the proper attitude. 
But as regards the Christian living 
an umnsurrendered life, perhaps the 
table is to help bring him back and 
keep him back, but not to be with- 
held till he comes back. Such think- 
ing seems foreign to these verses. The 
only verses which might lend them- 
selves to separation as a prerequisite 
for the Lord’s Supper are 1 Corin- 
thians 10:21, 22. 

Trust this abbreviated analysis is 
clear. We commend your paper for 
the fine work it is doing —A Michigan 
pastor. 


This letter does present a helpful, 
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additional thought. When the Editor 
wrote his reply to the previous ques- 
tion, he had in mind particularly the 
need for each one to judge himself be- 
fore partaking of the Lord’s Supper, 
rather than the minister’s right to ex- 
clude anyone. “The heart knoweth his 
own bitterness” (Prov. 14:10), and a 
believer either knows or can soon find 
out by prayer whether or not his heart 
is right with God. If there is any ques- 
tion about it, he ought to get right with 
God before joining in the Communion. 
Doubtless the table is meant to help 
bring back those who are wandering, 
but it is primarily an ordinance of wor- 
ship and adoration through which we 
have special communion with the Lord 
Himself. 

w 


The Bounds of the Promised Land 


In “The Bible Atlas,” by Jesse Ly- 
man Hurlbut (p. 37), is a map showing 
the area promised to the Jewish 
nation. It would include the area Israel 
now has taken and seems to me to in- 
clude the area of the Suez Canal. If 
so, it is marvelous to see the present 
circumstances and a bit confusing to 
see that the State of Israel is to be 
hindered in taking the whole area. 

My question is, Where did Dr. Hurl- 
but find his information to make this 
map? All I can find is Joshua 1:4 
which would be of help, but not, to 
me, clear for this much land. I ask 
this, not because I wish to disagree, 
but to be clear in my understanding 
of the situation—A Kansas reader. 
The Trmes does not know on what Dr. 

Hurlbut based his map showing the area 
of the Promised Land. (This book was 
published originally in 1884 by Rand 
McNally Co., Chicago, and was last re- 
vised in 1948. It is now out of print and 
has been discontinued. The Tres has 
no copy in its editorial library.) Joshua 
1:4 reads as follows: “From the wilder- 
ness and this Lebanon even unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the 
land of the Hittites, and unto the great 
sea toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your coast.” 


There is a map showing what is 
called the “Royal Grant” (Gen. 15:18) 
in “Dispensational Truth, or God’s Plan 
and Purpose in the Ages,” by Clarence 
Larkin (p. 66).1 This shows a section 
bounded on the west by the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, on the east by the Euphrates 
River; on the north by a straight line 
running from the Mediterranean through 
Hamath to the Euphrates, at approxi- 
mately one hundred miles north of Da- 
mascus; and on the south by a straight 
line running east from the mouth of 
the River of Egypt at the Mediterranean 
to Ur of the Chaldees. One of the defini- 
tions in the Davis Bible Dictionary says 





1 Published by the Rev. Clarence Larkin 
Estate, 2802 N. Park Ave., Philadelphia 32: 
$6.95. 


(Continued on page 1009) 
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ll. Seventh-Day Adventism Examined 
Did the Pope change the Sabbath? 





enth-Day Adventism is its claim 

that the Pope changed the Sab- 
bath. To try to prove this, they warp 
history and misrepresent facts. They say 
the Pope of Rome is the only authority 
Sunday-keepers have, and that keeping 
Sunday, the first day of the week, in- 
stead of Saturday, the seventh day of 
the week, constitutes the “mark of the 
beast.” Their teaching may be sum- 
marized as follows: 


O': of the strongest points of Sev- 


1. “. . . History proves that Sunday 
was never observed by Christians as 
the Sabbath until several centuries 
after the crucifixion of Christ.1 
2. The seventh day was quite gen- 
erally kept as the Sabbath by the 
Christian Church from the apostles’ 
time until the Council of Laodicea, in 
the year A.D. 364.2 
3. That, under the direction of the 
bishops, Constantine brought Sunday- 
keeping into Christianity in the 
fourth century.3 In the first centuries 
the true Sabbath had been kept by 
all Christians. . . . In the early part 
of the fourth century, the emperor 
Constantine issued a decree making 
Sunday a public festival throughout 
the Roman Empire... . He was urged 
to do this by’ the bishops of the 
church.4 
4. That “the change of the Sabbath 
is a sign or mark of the authority of 
the Romish Church,” and that Sunday 
observance is a “child of the papacy.” 
5. That the Roman Church enforced 
the observance of Sunday at the 
Council of Laodicea in A.D. 364, and 
teaches in her catechisms that she 
made the change by her own author- 
ity. 
The Time—Place—Power 

So emphatic are Seventh-Day Adven- 
tists in declaring that the day of wor- 
ship was changed from Saturday to 
Sunday in the fourth century, and that 
the Sabbath, and not the Lord’s Day, 
was observed from the times of the 
Apostles until the Council] of Laodicea, 
that Elder Waggoner, a leader among 
the Seventh-Day Adventists, when say- 
ing that the Sabbath was changed at 
the Council of Laodicea in 364, made 
bold to say, “I have shown the time, 
the place, and the power that changed 
the Sabbath.” 5 


No Historical Proof 


Seventh-Day Adventists bend every 
effort to prove their case, but though 





2“The Present Truth,” vol. 21, No. 13, p. 6. 

2Tbid., vol. 1, No. 9, p. 2. 

%“Bible Readings for the Home Circle,” 
published 1889, p. 61. 

“The Great Controversy,” by Mrs. E. G. 
White, pp. 52, 53. 

5“Replies to Canright,” pp. 141, 151—Can- 
Tight, p. 244. 


This is the second in a series of four 

articles on Seventh-Day Adventism 

by Dr. Rowell. They are condensed 

from his booklet by the same title, 

which may be had from the author 

at 2056 Hampshire Rd., Victoria, 
B. C., at 25 cents each. 





they make many quotations, they can- 
not produce any historical proof to show 
that the Pope changed the Sabbath. 
This same Elder Waggoner, who was 
one of their ablest advocates, was 
chosen to search for proof of their 
claims; and though “he searched the 
libraries of America and Europe,” he 
found none. When he brought his find- 
ings together for publication, “not a 
single author did he quote saying that 
the Pope changed the Sabbath” (Can- 
right). 


An Adventist’s Confession 


The Rev. D. M. Canright, for twenty- 
eight years a prominent minister and 
writer in support of Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism, declared: “For many years I 
accepted these false statements of Sab- 
batarian writers as undoubted truths, as 
all their converts do. I had no means 
of knowing better. I preached strongly 
what I read in their books and led hun- 
dreds still more ignorant than myself 
to believe it. Gradually the truth 
dawned upon me that I was being mis- 
led. Now I have investigated the mat- 
ter, till I am fully satisfied for myself 
that, to sustain their false theories, they 
have done great violence to the plain- 
est facts of history.” 6 
Our Position 

We hold no brief for the Roman 
Church, since she is guilty of building 
up her claims on forgeries and misrep- 
resentations, Here, however, we are 
dealing with Seventh-Day Adventists, 
who, in their effort to build up a case 
for themselves and their peculiar be- 
liefs, follow the same dishonest methods. 

It is historically true that the day of 
worship was not changed from Satur- 
day to Sunday at the Council of Laodi- 
cea, or at any time during the fourth 
century; neither was the change made 
by the Roman Church at any time in 
her history. Especially is it true that the 
change was not made by the Roman 
Church during the apostolic era, since 
that church, as she is now known, did 
not come into existence until centuries 
after the times of the apostles. The 
observance of the Lord’s Day, however, 
was practiced in the times of the apos- 





®“Seventh-Day Adventism Renounced,” p. 
248. 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


tles, and from then on. All that Con- 
stantine did was to authorize its observ- 
ance, However, in dealing with this 
question, we shall have to deal with it 
in the light of the relative statements 
of the Seventh-Day Adventists and the 
Church of Rome. 


Quoting a Catholic Catechism 


In spite of lack of proof, Seventh- 
Day Adventism persists in stating that 
the Pope changed the Sabbath, and that 
this change was made in the fourth 
century; particularly enforcing it at the 
Council of Laodicea in A.D. 364. In the 
effort to prove this unhistorical assump- 
tion, they bring in a Catholic Cate- 
chism, to make it appear that the Ro- 
man Church supports their contention, 
even though that. church definitely 
teaches that the first day was conse- 
crated as the day of worship in the 
times of the apostles. 

The S. D. A. Present Truth, vol. 21, 
No. 10, after dealing with the Council 
of Laodicea, says: “A currently used 
Roman Catholic catechism calls atten- 
tion to this eclipse of the Sabbath by 
Sunday: 


“Q. Which is the Sabbath day? 
“A. Saturday is the Sabbath. 


“Q. Why do we observe Sunday in- 
stead of Saturday? 

“A. We observe Sunday instead of 
Saturday because the (Roman) 
Catholic Church, in the Council 
of Laodicea (A.D. 366), transfer- 
red the solemnity from Saturday 


to Sunday.”—Peter Geiermann, 
“The Convert’s Catechism of 
Catholic Doctrine” (1942 ed.) 
p. 50. 


Is This Deception? 


Either the Seventh-Day Adventists 
do not know all that Peter Geiermann 
wrote on this subject, or else they re- 
fuse to quote that which makes the 
difference. The above quotation is 
given to support the peculiar conten- 
tion of the Seventh-Day Adventists by 
making it appear that this Romanist 
writer taught that his church changed 
the Sabbath at the Council of Laodicea. 
And yet this Romanist theologian actu- 
ally taught that the Lord’s Day was ob- 
served from the times of the apostles. 

I have before me a highly commended 
work by this Rev. P. Geiermann, C.SS.R., 
entitled “A Manual of Theology for the 
Laity,” bearing the official Imprimatur 
and Nihil Obstat. In this we read: 

The first Christians, besides, kept 

Sunday holy also, because on that day 

the Saviour rose from the dead, and 

the Holy Ghost came down on the 
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apostles. Later on, however, a dis- 
pute arose between the Jewish and 
the Gentile converts respecting the day 
which must be kept holy. Many of the 
Jewish converts maintained that all 
converts were bound by the entire 
law of Moses. To remove this erro- 
neous impression, and to free her 
children from the ceremonial law of 
Moses, the church decreed in the 
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Council of Laodicea (A.D. 364) that 
all Catholics should keep holy Sun- 
day as “the Lord’s day” (Apoc. i. 10), 
as had been done since apostolic times 
(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2). This change 
the church was authorized to make 
by the power conferred upon her by 
Jesus Christ (p. 326; italics by the 
author). 
(To be continued) 


How To Master Matthew's Gospel 


The purpose, plan, and contents of the “Beginning Book” of the New Testament 


\ 


By the late ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


The first sixteen lessons for 1957 in the International Uniform Sun- 
day School Lesson Series will be in the Gospel of Matthew. Over 
twenty years ago Dr. McQuilkin prepared this excellent preview for a 
series of Sunday school lessons in Matthew. It will enrich the knowl- 


edge of today’s teachers just as it helped earlier teachers. 


A list 


of trustworthy books and booklets useful for further study of Mat- 
thew’s Gospel will be found en the following page. 


“Me ATTHEW” means “God’s Gift,” 
and one of the most precious 
gifts of God to His people is this Be- 
ginning Book of the New Covenant. 
And how much in keeping with God’s 
way is it that the honor of writing this 
“Genesis of the New Testament,” and 
thus introducing the Son of God to 
generations of eager readers, should be 
granted to a publican and sinner! How 
unlike the way in which the Jews 
would have done it! 

It should be the joy of every Sunday 
school teacher and pupil to give all zeal 
to master this book. To master Matthew 
is to have the key to understanding the 
whole Bible message. For Matthew, 
like all God’s gifts, is perfect; it is a per- 
fect beginning for the New Testament, 
looking back to the old dispensation and 
forward to the new. 


The Purpose—Had Matthew stated 
directly, as John did (John 20:31), the 
purpose of his Gospel, he might have 
said: “These are written that ye might 
know that Jesus is the Messiah, the Sav- 
iour-King predicted in the Old Testa- 
ment—Emmanuel, God with us—and 
that receiving him ye might enter into 
the Kingdom; rejected by his own, he 
will come again and take the throne of 
his father David.” 


The Writer.—This Gospel, like Mark, 
hides the identity of its author, but un- 
broken tradition assigns the Gospel to 
Matthew, a Jew who is also called Levi, 
perhaps his name before he became a 
disciple. He was a despised tax-gath- 
erer, or collector of customs, at Caper- 
naum, under Herod Antipas (Matt. 14: 
1, 2).. After our Lord’s call to him, and 
his immediate response, he made a great 
feast and invited all his associates, that 
they, too, might know the Saviour; in 
his own account he makes no mention 
of himself as having given the feast 
(Matt. 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17; Luke 5: 
27-32). 





The Date—Some of the Fathers as- 
signed a date as early as A.D. 38 for 
the writing of Matthew, while Irenzus 
states that it was written while Paul 
and Peter were in Rome. It was cer- 
tainly written before the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and perhaps even earlier 
than A.D. 60, the date assigned by many 
recent scholars, 


Its Relation to Other Gospels.—There 
is no proof that the ancient tradition 
that Matthew was written first is incor- 
rect. Many scholars take for granted 
that Mark was first, and Matthew had 
Mark before him while writing. But 
the more the Gospels are studied, the 
more does each impress one as being 
independent, each following its own 
purpose and not influenced by the 
others. The Gospel narratives were 
spoken again and again, and these 
spoken messages would account for the 
similarity in the Gospel records. 

Nearly all students have seen Mat- 
thew as the Gospel written from the 
Jewish viewpoint and saying: “Behold, 
thy King” (Zech. 9:9); Mark, from the 
Roman viewpoint, saying: “Behold my 


servant” (Isa. 42:1); Luke, from the 
Greek viewpoint, saying: “Behold the 
man” (Zech. 6:12); John, from the 


Christian viewpoint, saying: “Behold 
your God” (Isa. 40:9). It must be clearly 
kept before us, however, that in Mat- 
thew the Lord Jesus is Son of God and 
Son of man, and Servant of Jehovah, 
Messiah and Saviour, just as definitely 
as He is King, and so in all the Gospels. 


The Plan and Contents of Matthew. 
—As the life and work of our Lord may 
be thought of in three parts, the prep- 
aration, the ministry, the death and res- 
urrection, so the four Gospels present 
the message in this way, all of them 
giving major attention to the last week 
of our Lord’s life, the climax of His 
mission. But in each Gospel, and nota- 
bly in Matthew, the ministry is divided 
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into two distinct sections, thus giving a 
natural fourfold division. Note the 
words “from that time,” in 4:17 and in 
16:21, clearly marking the _ distinct 
change in the ministry. The four main 
divisions may be presented as follows: 
1. Preparation of _ the 

Saviour- King, and 

announcement of Him 


to the world ........ 1:1 to 4:16 
2. Messiah’s Ministry of 

Teaching and Works: 

Proclaiming the King- 

SS SS ne 4:17 to 16:20 


3. Ministry of the Re- 
jected King (espe- 
cially to disciples): 
Proclaiming and Pre- 
paring for His Death 

4, Culmination of Minis- 
try in Death, Resur- 
rection, and Great 
Commission: Pro- 
claiming salvation 
and His. second com- 
Gl sub ekemewoacas st 26:1 to 28:20 


There are sixty or more distinct 
events or teachings in Matthew not 
found in the other Gospels. There are 
twenty miracles recorded, and though 
only three of them are peculiar to Mat- 
thew (9:27-31; 9:32, 33; 17:24-27), the 
setting of the others is quite distinct. 
There are sixteen parables, but also no 
less than forty-three parable-similes or 
parabolic sayings, such as building on 
the rock and the sand, building a tower, 
the tree known by its fruits, and the 
like. ; 


The Topical Gospel.—Matthew’s group- 
ing of his subjects is a remarkable char- 
asteristic; he follows a topical plan, 
which often, though not always, ignores 
the chronology of events. In his sec- 
tion on Messiah’s Ministry, he gives 
three chapters (5, 6, 7) to the Sermon 
on the Mount, the foundation principles 
of the Kingdom (a message also that 
was given at one time); in chapters 8 
and 9, there are ten miracles grouped 
together, to present the miracle power 
of the Kingdom, each revealing Christ 
in new ways; in chapter 10, naturally 
follows the King’s commission to His 
ambassadors, which includes not only 
the commission for that one journey, 
but the principles that are to apply to 
the whole of their ministry, and also 
for that of all the King’s servants to 
the very end. In chapters 11 and 12, 
we have the response to the Kingdom 
preaching, showing how the message 
was received by John the Baptist, the 
favored cities, the childlike disciples, 
by the Father, the Prophets, the Phari- 
sees, our Lord’s mother and brethren. 
Next come the parables and the proph- 
ecies of the Kingdom, presented to both 
friends and foes who have utterly mis- 
understood the meaning of the Kingdom 
message, and giving the prophecy of 
what is to come to the end of the age. 


16:21 to 25:46 
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In the next chapters, the closing events 
of the public ministry in Galilee are 
included, all moving toward the crisis 
of the virtual rejection of the Kingdom 
and their Messiah by the rulers of Is- 
rael. A climax comes in Peter’s great 
confession, the prophecy of the estab- 
lishing of the Church, followed by the 
first-definite prediction of the cross and 
the glory to follow (16:21-28), and the 
transfiguration (17:1-8). 


Matthew and the Old Testament.— 
There are more direct and indirect quo- 
tations and references to the Old Testa- 
ment in Matthew than in any other 
New Testament book, about a hundred 
of them. It is the Gospel] that sets be- 
fore Jews and Christians the fact that 
all took place in fulfillment of what the 
Prophets said would come. 


Matthew the Jewish Gospel.—Salva- 
tion is from the Jews, and the whole 
Bible is Jewish. Matthew was written 
to prove to the Jews that Jesus was the 
predicted Messiah. This does not mean 
that it was written exclusively for the 
Jews, nor that the message is not for 
us in this present age. A most striking 
feature of this Jewish Gospel is the 
prominence given to Gentiles. In the 
genealogy, the Gentile women Rahab 
and Ruth are mentioned; at Christ’s 
birth, Gentiles worship, while the Jews 
are indifferent. The beginning of the 
ministry Matthew finds a fulfillment of 
the prophecy of the light to shine in 
“Galilee of the Gentiles,” and later he 
interprets the ministry as a fulfillment 
of the prophecy that in Christ’s name 
the Gentiles would hope (12:18, 21). So 
with many other passages, including the 
prophecies that the Kingdom would be 
taken from the Jews and given to the 
Gentiles (8:11, 12; 13:38, 47; 15:21-28; 
15: 32-39; 21:43; 24:14). The culmination 
of all is the Great Commission to make 
disciples of all the nations (28:19). 


The Gospel of Rejection—Luke may 
be thought of as the Gospel of accept- 
ance, emphasizing the glorious and 
happy things, as in the birth of our 
Lord, with the rejection note merely 
Suggested. In Matthew, the note of re- 
jection is ever prominent, as is fitting 
for the Gospel that would show that a 
rejected King is the prophesied King. 
The worship of the Wise Men prefigures 
the acceptance by the Gentiles, but, 
along with it, there is the enmity of 
Herod, the indifference of the Jews, the 
Slaughter of the infants. Again and 
again, the note of “withdrawal” is in 
Matthew, indicating the increasing op- 
position, culminating in the final con- 
flict with the rulers in the last week, 
and climaxing in the orphan cry from 
the cross, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” 

The Gospel of the King and the King- 
dom.—In all these striking characteris- 
tics of Matthew we have noted that the 
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message from the beginning to end cen- 
ters about the Kingdom. Matthew must 
needs open with the ancestry of the 
King, following the line of kings 
through Solomon. At his birth, the 
Wise Men of the East come to worship 
the King. The usurping king of the 
Jews, Herod the great monster, seeks 
to destroy Him, surmising more cor- 
rectly than he knew that the reign of 
this righteous King would forever de- 
stroy such reigns as his. The Gospel 
message is the message of the Kingdom 
of Heaven at hand. The Sermon on the 
Mount presents first the subjects of the 
Kingdom, then the righteousness of the 
Kingdom, then the choice of the King- 
dom. The sixteen parables of Matthew 
are all parables of the Kingdom of 
Heaven; even the Lost Sheep, which 
does not directly refer to the Kingdom, 
illustrates the teaching just given that 
except we become as little children we 





Study Helps on the Gospel 
of Matthew 


Expository Notes on the Gospel of 
Matthew. By H. A. Ironside. (Loizeaux 
Bros., New York 10; $3.50.) 

The Gospel According to Matthew. 
By G. Campbell Morgan. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $3.50.) 

The Olivet Discourse. An Exposition 
of Matthew 24 and 25. By Carl Armer- 
ding. (Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, 
Ohio, 75 cents.) 

The King of the Jews. A Commen- 
tary on the Gospel According to Mat- 
thew. By John R. Rice. (Sword of the 
Lord Pub., Wheaton, IIl., $4.50.) 

An Exposition of the Sermon on the 
Mount. Matthew 5 to 7. By Arthur W. 
Pink. (Baker Book House, Grand Rap- 
ids 6, Mich., $3.75.) 

The Genius of the Gospels. By Mer- 
rill C. Tenney. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) 

A Guide to the Gospels. By Dr. W. 
Graham Scroggie. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Westwood, N. J., $7.) 

Studies in the Life of Christ. By 
Grace Saxe. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
75 cents.) 

Expository Thoughts on the Gospels 
(Vol. I, Matthew-Mark). By Bishop 
J. C. Ryle. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.95.) 

The Gospel of Matthew. By Arno C. 
Gaebelein. (Our Hope Publications, 
Box 146, Waretown, N. J., $4.50.) 

Barnes Notes on the Old and New 
Testaments (Matthew—Mark). (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$3.50.) 

The Student’s Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land. By William Walter 
Smith. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.25.) 

Notes on the Parables of Our Lord, 
and Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord. 
By R. C. Trench. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50 each.) 


All of the above books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, Eighteenth and Arch Sts., 
Philadelphia 3. Orders of less than 
$3 should include 15 cents, and for 
$3 or more, 5 cents, for postage and 
handling. 
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shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
When our Lord predicts the preaching 
of the Gospel, it is “the gospel of the 
kingdom,” while in Mark it is “the gos- 
pel” (Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10). 

Was this Kingdom proclaimed in Mat- 
thew different from the Kingdom of 
the other Gospels, of the Acts and Epis- 
tles? The expression “kingdom of 
heaven” occurs in Matthew thirty-three 
times, and net once in any other book 
in the Bible. This was the rabbinic 
expression, carrying out the custom of 
the Jews to avoid using the name of 
God; it is one of the many indications 
of the Jewish character of Matthew. 
But it seems quite clear that this ex- 
pression means the same as “the king- 
dom of God,” or “the kingdom,” “my 
kingdom,” “thy kingdom,” “everlasting 
kingdom,” “his kingdom.” In exactly 
parallel passages Matthew uses “king- 
dom of heaven,” while Mark, Luke, and 
John use “kingdom of God” (Matt. 3:2; 
Mark 1:15; Luke 4:43; Matt. 11:11; Luke 
7:28; Matt. 18:3; Mark 10:15; Luke 18: 
17; John 3:3, 5; and many others). Mat- 
thew himself also uses the expression, 
“kingdom of God” five times (6:33; 12: 
28; 19:24; 21:31, 43). Im one passage 
“the kingdom of heaven” is used in one 
verse, and in the next verse, referring 
to the same subject, “the kingdom of 
God” is used (Matt. 19:23, 24). The same 
things are spoken again and again of 
the Kingdom of Heaven and the King- 
dom of God, or of one of the other des- 
ignations. 

While this is true, it is also true that 
the Kingdom has several different mani- 
festations, and thus may be spoken of 
in different ways. When we are born 
again, we enter the Kingdom of God, 
which is equivalent to the poor in spirit 
entering the Kingdom (Matt. 5:3; Luke 
6:20), or becoming as little children. 
The preaching of the Gospel is preach- 
ing the Gospel of the Kingdom, as 
shown in the parables that prophesy 
the present age of preaching. Luke 
speaks of the Kingdom of God as being 
“within you,” not meaning that it was 
in the Pharisees, but that it was an 
inward matter of the heart. 

But the Kingdom of God is yet to be 
established on earth, when the Lord 
returns to take the throne of His father 
David. When the disciples drew near 
to Jerusalem, they thought that the 
Kingdom was immediately to appear on 
earth (Luke 19:11). After the Resur- 
rection they asked the Lord if at this 
time He would restore the Kingdom to 
Israel (Acts 1:6). This will come at 
the beginning of the Millennium at the 
return of our Lord. In still another 
sense the Kingdom will not come finally 
until redemption is complete and Christ 
turns the Kingdom over to the Father 
(1 Cor. 15: 24-28). 

When Christ proclaimed the Kingdom 
at hand, it was true that it was at hand. 


(Continued on page 1009) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. DECEMBER 30. THE NEW HEAVEN AND EARTH 


Revelation 21; printed text, verses 1-8, 22-27 
Golden Text.—Avnd | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 


them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
things are passed away.—Rey. 21:3, 4 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Rev. 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for 
the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and 
there was no more sea. 

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 

3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God. - 

4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things 
are passed away. 

5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make 
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these 
words are true and faithful. 

6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him 
that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 

7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will 
be his God, and he shall be my son. 





% 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 





nal state established. 
that this is “according to his promise,” 
he is quite evidently referring back to 


And God shall wipe away all tears 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 





8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers and idol- 
aters and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof. 

24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk 
in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their 
glory and honour into it. 

25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: 
for there shall be no night there. 

26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the 
nations into it. 

27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh 
a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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Verse 3.—“Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men ... God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God.” Be- 


When he says 

















Approach to the Lesson 
HERE are three classic passages in 
the Bible about the new creation. 
The. first is near the end of the 
Book of Isaiah (65:17; 66:22). The setting 
of these prophecies is distinctly Jewish, 
and seemingly millennial. That is, they 
concern the Jewish nation, and seem to 
look forward to the Millennium rather 
than to the eternal state.. We must re- 
member, however, that prophetic per- 
spective frequently telescopes events 
which later revelation separates. For 
instance, in the Old Testament the first 
and second comings of Christ are fre- 
quently viewed as one. So it is’ pos- 
sible that the millennial state and the 
eternal state come into view together 
in some prophecies, including this one 
about the new heavens and the new 
earth. 

The second is by Peter (2 Pet. 3:5-13). 
In this oracle, the apostle described the 
destruction of the present heaven and 
earth in the coming day of God, and 
proceeds to predict “new heavens and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness.” Peter’s outlook is not na- 
tional, nor millennial, but cosmic. Quite 
evidently he is speaking of the great 
ultimate change, when time will be 
swallowed up in eternity, and the eter- 


the prophecies of Isaiah which we have 
just mentioned. So what Isaiah saw in 
the light of Israel’s deliverance, Peter 
Saw as a cosmic event introducing eter- 
nity. 

The third classic passage dealing with 
the new heaven and the new earth is 
our lesson portion. While some regard 
it as descriptive of the Millennium, I 
incline to the position that it refers to 
the eternal state. Its point of view is 
that of the Church, pktured as the 
Lamb’s wife, the New Jerusalem. 

Thus the references to the new crea- 
tion have three different points of em- 
phasis, but they all meet in the great 
purpose of God to create all things new, 


Verse by Verse 

Rev. 21:1—“. .. a new heaven and a 
new earth ...no more sea.” Compare 
Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; 2 Peter 3:5-13. 
Notice the absence of sea from the new 
earth. 


Verse 2.—*, . . the holy city, new 
Jerusalem ... as a bride adorned for 
her husband.” Other cities are built 
on earth, of earthy material, by human 
hands. This is built in Heaven, of 
heavenly material, by God’s hands, and 
comes to earth as a finished product. 
It is an object of beauty and delight. 


sides being the Lamb’s wife (vs. 9, 10), 
the city represents God’s dwelling 
among men. This fact is worthy of a 
special proclamation. from the throne. 


Verse 4.—“, . . God shall wipe away 
all tears . .. no more death ... the 
former things are passed away.” Nega- 
tives are not usually impressive, but 
in this case they are. The absence of 
tears and death and mourning and 
screaming and pain (all of which belong 
to the first creation as polluted with 
sin) would certainly make a Paradise 
of this world! 

Verse 5.—“Behold, I make all things 
new...” Redemption has made all 
things new in men (2 Cor, 5:17), and 
now the “ali things new” principle is 
applied to creation itself. Notice God’s 
solemn Amen to this great promise. 

Verse 6.—“. .. I am Alpha and Omega 
... TI will give ... the water of life 
freely.” The work of revelation and of 
redemption is presented to John in 
vision aS completed—both in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ, who, on the basis 
of His redemptive work, promises to 
thirsty souls the water of life without 
price, 

Verse 7.—“He that overcometh shall 
inherit all things ...” Overcoming and 
its rewards constitute a big subject in 
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Revelation. Salvation is free, but there 
is within this free salvation a place for 
rewards. 

Verse 8.—“But the fearful... and all 
liars, shall have their part in the lake 

. the second death.” While over- 
comers by faith enter the blessedness 
just described, men who reject Christ 
and go on in their sins face final per- 
dition—“the second death,” here de- 
scribed as a fiery, sulphurous lake, a 
place of conscious doom. 

Verse 22—“. . . no temple . . . the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb.. .” 
All is now holy, so that there is no need 
to shut off a section to be holy as God’s 
dwelling place. He fills all, and is Him- 
self the sanctuary of His people. 

Verse 23.—“. . . no need of the sun 
... the glory of God . . . the Lamb is 
the light thereof.” Just as the rising 
of the sun pales moon and stars till 
they are no more needed for light, and 
the stars actually become invisible in 
the greater light, so the glory of His 
presence pales all external luminaries 
and renders them unnecessary for light. 
The light of the city is “the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 
4:6). 

Verse 24.—“And the nations . . . shall 
walk in the light of it: and the kings 
... bring their glory .. . into it.” There 
is still an ordered society in the new 
earth. It is a truly enlightened soci- 
ety, regulated by the glory of God 
which streams forth from the New Je- 
rusalem, and in turn giving honor to 
Him whose throne is there. 

Verse 25.—“And the gates . .. shall 
not be shut ... no night there.” For 
the gates see verses 12, 13, 21. There 
being no night, and the gates being 
never closed by day, the conclusion is 
that they are always open. Thus there 
is free access to the city from all direc- 
tions at all times. 

Verse 26—“. . . the glory and honour 
of the nations ...” The identity of the 
nations here referred to is a matter of 
dispute. Some (such as Alford and 
Godet) ‘believe that the institution of 
nations with their kings endures for- 
ever on the new earth, while others 
(as Lenski) believe that the term is 
Symbolic, referring to the redeemed. 
Still others (as Walter Scott) regard 
the whole passage as millennial, having 
nothing to do with the eternal state. 

Verse 27.—“. . . no wise .. . any thing 
that defileth . . . but they which are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 
With twelve wide-open gates, no evil 
Person or influence will enter. That 
would suggest that we are dealing with 
the new earth, whose inhabitants are 
all inscribed in the Lamb’s book of life. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


These closing chapters of Revelation 
are almost universally regarded as de- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 23.—The Word Became 
ES cca nadind John 1:1-18; Luke 2:1-20 
Next Week’s Lesson 


1. January 6.—Wise Men Seek Jesus. 
Matthew 1 and 2 








scriptive of the eternal state, and have 
been a source of comfort and hope to 
unnumbered multitudes. 

Whatever differences of interpretation 
there may be among students of Holy 
Writ, there are broad truths presented 
here which should stir our hearts to joy 
and gratitude. 

Here we have a picture of an ordered 
society inhabiting the new creation. It 
is God’s society, built by Him and built 
for Him. He is its center and its glory. 
He is the source of its life and the goal 
of its being. But here also all that God 
is to this redeemed society is mediated 
through the Lamb, and the relation of 
that society to the Lamb is likened to 
that of a bride to her husband. 

The characteristics of the new order 
are indicated largely in negatives. 

1. No more sea. Men think of the sea 
in terms of restlessness, danger, dis- 
tance, separation, disaster, loss, moan- 
ing, wreckage. There will be none of 
it in the new earth. 

2. No more sorrow. Tears are wiped 
away, for even the remembrance of 
grief will be swallowed up in supernal 
joy. Death has no place in the company 
of the redeemed, nor anything which 
leads to or accompanies death. No 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


N WHAT three places in the Bible 
do we read about the new heaven 
and the new earth? 

2. In what light does Isaiah regard 
the new creation? 

3. What is Peter’s perspective of the 
new creation? 

4. What element is necessary for life 
on this earth, but will be absent from 
the new earth? 

5. What company is identified with 
(1) the old Jerusalem, (2) the New Je- 
rusalem? 

6. Who are the first inhabitants of the 
lake of fire? 

7. In what respects is Jesus Christ 
identified with God in our lesson por- 
tion? 

8. How many gates are in the New 
Jerusalem, and how are they located? 

9. How do the “nations” of the new 
earth differ from the nations of the 
present earth? 

10. What determines one’s right of 
access to the Holy City? 


(Answers on page 1008) 
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screams of horror, no cries of pain, no 
wails of distress will disturb the para- 
disal air. 


3. No temple. Temples are sanctuaries 
separated from the common ground, 
where, apart from the pollutions of the 
world, the Deity may have His abode. 
In the new earth, and in the new Jeru- 
salem, there is no common ground, so 
no consecrated spot is needed to induce 
the presence of God. He freely and 
openly dwells with His people and is 
Himself the abode of His people. 


4. No darkness. With the glory of the 
Lord perpetually resting upon the Holy 
City, there will be no succession of day 
and night. Moreover, the light of His 
presence will render the city of God 
quite independent of external lumi- 
naries. Then shall we truly walk in 
the light of His countenance and never 
stumble in darkness, 


5. No selfish pursuit of glory. “Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God,” says the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism, but 
men and nations have lived as if their 
chief end were to glorify themselves. 
Not so then. In the redeemed society 
all honor and glory will be freely laid 
down at the feet of Him who alone is 
worthy. 


6. No broken fellowship. The gates 
will never be shut. We shall no longer 
have to knock for access nor wonder if 
the King will hold out the scepter of 
His favor if we presume to enter. And 
the reason of the unbroken fellowship 
is that there will be— 


7. No more sin. All that is unclean, 
abominable, and false has been taken 
away, and the Lamb’s book of life holds 
the record of the right of the redeemed 
to come and drink of the fountain of 
life freely. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The society of the redeemed (Rev. 
21: 1-5) 

2. The great separation (vs. 6-8) 

3. The glory of the celestial city (vs. 
22-27) 


Topics for Development 


The Sea. Many are those who love 
the sea. Some love to be by the sea, 
and some love to be on it, while yet 
others think of it as the highway to 
lands beyond, luring to new experience. 
Daring souls have felt the lure of ad- 
venture offered by the vast oceans. Men 
have drawn wealth from the sea. Even 
without human activity the sea has 
been a boon to men. Without the sea, 
life as we know it could not subsist 
on this planet. From it the whole earth 
is watered. From the salty waters the 
vapor arises, and is carried as clouds 
and dropped as fresh, life-giving water 
on the thirsty land. Moreover, we need 
just the extent of ocean that there is 
to keep our earth fit for human habita- 
tion. 
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Yet the sea is regarded here in our 
lesson as something whose absence from 
the new earth will be a boon and a 
_ blessing. For the sea has another as- 
pect besides that of beneficence. It is 
a greedy monster which swallows up 
the lives of brave men and helpless vic- 
tims. It is a cruel monster which sep- 
arates loved ones. And it is filled with 
creatures far more cruel than the beasts 
of the earth.. 

It is evident, then, that life on the 
new earth will be of a different order 
from that which we know now. We 
shall not need the sea. Eternal life, ours 
directly from God, will be sustained 
by His presence; and all the evils of 
which the sea is the symbol will be no 
more. 


Practical Applications 

Carefully read Revelation 21:7, 8 and 
ask yourself, “In my present state, 
which of these verses depicts my 
future?” If you must honestly confess 
that verse 8 applies to you as you are 
now, read verse 6 and then chapter 22, 
verse 17. Accept the gracious invita- 
tion and move into 21:7. 

Now that you see yourself in Reve- 
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lation 21:7, you are looking for the new 
heaven and the new earth. Then you 
must heed the exhortation of 2 Peter 
3:14. Ask yourself the question of verse 
11 of that chapter, “What manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy con- 
versation and godliness?” 


Golden Text 

Rev. 21:3, 4.—“Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men . . . God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears . 
no more death . .. the former things 
are passed away.” Where God estab- 
lishes His dwelling, there are some 
things that must go. The prospect is 
glorious beyond words. But since we 
are dwelling places of God the Holy 
Spirit, are all those things which are 
incompatible with His presence being 
cast out, or are we clinging on to some 
of them? 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTep HyMNsS 
“Standing at the Portal” 

“In the Land of Fadeless Day” 
“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 

holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy love and care richly given to 
us through all this year. We thank 
Thee, too, that we can face the unknown 
experiences of a new year, sure that 
Thou who hast been our help wilt 
neither fail us nor forsake us. Bless Thy 
truth to us in this lesson, and make us 
of those whose citizenship is in Heaven 
and whose eternal dwelling place shall 
be the New Jerusalem. For all who 
despise or neglect Thy great, blood- 
bought salvation we pray. Show them 
their sin and need and draw them to 
Christ. Bless those laid aside by illness 
or infirmity. Recover them if that be 
Thy will. If deliverance be withheld, 
renew their faith and courage, and sup- 
port them with the vision of the 
heavenly inheritance laid up for them 
that trust Thy Son. Guide parents and 
teachers of youth that they may teach 
them to be wise unto salvation. Control 
in national and world affairs that this 
may be an era of peace and the Gospel 
may go forth unhindered to bless all 
people. Forgive our sins, cleanse our 
hearts, guide our goings, and guard us 
from the snares of the wicked one, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Here we are, al- 
most at the end of the year; and, for 
today’s lesson, almost at the end of our 
Bible. And what a picture it gives us 
of the eternal home of God’s people in 
the New Jerusalem! One thing said 
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about it is that “there shall be no night 
there” (Rev. 21:25). In the Bible, dark- 
ness is used sometimes as a figure of 
sin, sometimes as a figure of sorrow, 
sometimes as a figure of death. So this 
lesson points us to a time when all these 
things that now darken human life will 
be no more, 

In the Shepherd Psalm, David speaks 
of walking “through the’ valley of the 
shadow of death.” It is a true picture 
of life in this death-shadowed world. 
But our chapter today tells us of a 
time when “there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor. crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain” 
(v. 4). And to that glorious state God 
is working, through Christ, to bring all 
who will let Him do so. He does it, 
we say, through Christ. If we choose to 
have the Lord Jesus save and rule us 
here, He will choose to have us with 
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Him there. Delay no longer to choose 
and receive the Saviour and to follow 
Him all your days. 


Catcary, AtTa., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


BOUT seven hundred years before 

the first advent of the Lord Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit inspired the Prophet 
Isaiah to write the divine promise, “For, 
behold, I create mew heavens and a 
new earth...” (65:17). 

The Apostle Peter vividly describes 
the dissolution of the present heavens 
and earth, but hastens to add: “Never- 
theless we, according to his promise, 
look for-new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 
Pet. 3:13). 

The Apostle John exclaims, “I saw a 
new heaven and a new earth...” (Rev. 
21:1).—In this day of the A and H and 
other bombs, the fear is often expressed 
that man may, even inadvertently, set 
off an explosion with a chain reaction 
which will destroy the earth and every- 
thing on it. 

We entertain no such fear, for the 
Lord has His own plans, and He has, 
so to speak, said to Satan, demons, and 
men, “Hitherto shalt thou come, but no 
further” (Job 38:11). 

The “exceeding great and precious” 
promise of a new heaven and a new 
earth shall be fulfilled. Furthermore, 
the Lord assures us that the new 
heavens and the new earth which He 
shall make, shall remain before Him 
(Isa. 66:22). Righteousness shall dwell 
in that new creation, and all things in 
them shall be headed up in Christ (Eph. 
1:10). 

The ease with which the Lord Jesus 
shall change the old earth and heavens 
into the new is beautifully expressed in 
Hebrews 1:11, 12: “And they will all 
grow old like a garment, and, as though 
they were a mantle Thou wilt roll them 
up; yes, like a garment, and they will 
undergo change. But Thou art the 
same, and Thy years will never come 
to an end” (Weymouth). The new 
heavens and the new earth are “the 
old heavens and the old earth in their 
resurrection robes of glory” (Ottman). 


“John saw the holy city .. . coming 
down from God out of heaven...” 
(Rev. 21:2).—So many Christians—some 
expositors among them—overlook this 
verse and imagine that the description 
of the city is a description of Heaven. 
John by the Spirit distinctly informs us 
that he saw the holy city coming down 
from God out of heaven; and proceeds 
to describe it in detail. 

Abraham looked for this city (Heb. 
11:10); God has prepared it (Heb. 11: 
16); and when the Letter to the He- 
brews was written, this city was still 
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“to come” (13:14). The time of its 
manifestation has not yet come; but 
John had a vision of it. 

Often remarks such as the following 
are made to me: “I hope there will be 
grass, not all gold in Heaven.” “I hope 
there will be flowers in Heaven,” and 
“I hope there will be birds in Heaven.” 
I am happy to reply: “Regardless of 
what is in Heaven, when the holy city 
comes down from it, it will be the capi- 
tal city of the new earth—the residence 
of the bride of the Lamb—and there 
will be plenty of grass, flowers, trees, 
birds, and the like, in the cities of the 
renewed earth. And since believers are 
to reign with the Lord over the earth 
‘for ever and ever’ (Rev. 22:5), we shall 
have a keener sense of appreciation for 
those things then than we possess at 
present.” 


“Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men...” (Rev. 21:3).—God has 
longed to dwell among His people 
(Exod. 25:8), but He can only do it per- 
fectly in a scene of absolute righteous- 
ness. Hence, when this new creation is 
manifested and righteousness dwells in 
heaven and on earth, when the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the central figure of it, 
and everyone and everything is in right 
relation to Him, and the petition, “Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” 
shall be fulfilled, then “he will dwell 
with them.” Then, too, shall that beati- 
tude be fulfilled which says, “The pure 
in heart . .. shall see God” (see Rev. 
22: 4). 


“.., there shall be no more death... 
sorrow... crying... pain...” (Rev. 
21:4).—What a thrilling series of nega- 
tives! All these unpleasant things came 
into the world when sin entered it. 
And they will go out when the last ves- 
tige of sin is removed from Heaven and 
earth. 

In the land of fadeless day 

Lies the “city foursquare”; 

It shall never pass away, 

And there is no night there. 


God shall “wipe away all tears’; 
There’s no death, no pain, nor fears; 
And they count not time by years, 
For there is “no night there.” 
—John R. Clements. 
More tenderly than ever fondest 
mother wiped the tears from her suf- 
fering child shall God “wipe away all 
tears from their eyes,” and never shall 
tears be seen again! 


“And there shall in no wise enter into 
it any thing that defileth .. .” (Rev. 
21:27) —It is not necessary to be an out- 
breaking sinner such as a murderer, 
sorcerer, or idolater to miss entrance 
into this holy city. Just remain an un- 
believer, and you will miss it. 

Wawona, CALIF. 

w 

Then shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom <of ‘their 
Father.—Matt. 13:43. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





AY, fellows, we may reasonably 

think of the Bible as a shelf of 
sixty-six books with two most remark- 
able book ends. Some book ends are 
quite ornamental and attractive—even 
picturesque; but those on the Bible 
shelf are unlike any others you ever 
saw. Much of their interest and attrac- 
tion consists of what is missing in them. 
And now that your curiosity is excited, 
may I hasten to say that that which is 
missing is Satan. The first and second 
chapters of Genesis comprise the front 
book end. This is the account of God's 
perfect creation of a marvelous Paradise, 
beautiful and free from sin. Then Satan 
enters, in the third chapter, and all the 
way through the books of the Bible are 
his footprints and the tragic effects of 
his power to cause men to sin against 
God. Thus God’s Word in plain, frank 
terms records the vilest and lowest 
depths to which human nature can de- 
scend, to show how desperately is the 
sinner in need of a Saviour, until we 
come to the two closing chapters (21 
and 22) of Revelation, the last book 
in the Bible. These two chapters com- 
prise the back book end, and are as 
free from Satan (yes, even more so) as 
the first two chapters of Genesis. Satan 
is forever eliminated in the 20th chap- 
ter where, in verse 10, we are told, “And 
the devil that deceived them was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet 
are, and shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever.” 

The two last chapters of Revelation, 
including chapter 21, our lesson text 
for today, comprise the most wonderful 
description of the “new heaven and .. . 
new earth,” where all is bright and glo- 
rious, and where Satan. can never 
through all eternity enter with his sin- 
poison and destructive power. For 
there shall be no tears there, no death, 
no sorrow, no crying, no pain. These 
are the products of Satan’s rule and 
they are forever cast out of the life of 
God’s children; cast out along with 
their hell-bound master. 

Fellows, you are surely interested in 
the place where, as a Christian, you ex- 
pect to spend eternity. So do not fail 
to read these two closing chapters of 
Revelation. Here God has given us an 
amazing description of it; and, while 
there are some figures we cannot fully 
understand, we cannot fail to see that 
it is a glorious place. Jesus told His 
disciples (John 14:2), “I go to prepare 
a place for you” in my Father’s house; 
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and you may be sure any place He pre- 
pares must be wonderful beyond any 
description we can understand. 

And this is the best of all, fellows, 
listen: “. . . and if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also” (John 14:3). 

What a grand closing thought for the 
end of this old year 1956! It gives us 
new courage for 1957. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we have a visitor, so we shall 
let her ask us all the questions on 
the “Salvation Card,” and we shall see 
if we can answer them from memory. 
You know them very well, all but the 
last one, 1 Corinthians 1:18. Let us 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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study it silently for a couple of minutes 
and then say it again. That verse is 
very important, for it shows the great 
difference between unsaved people, who 
think the Gospel foolishness, and Chris- 
tians, who have found by experience 
that it is “the power of God unto sal- 
vation.” 

Four weeks ago we had a lesson on 
John 14 and talked a little about 
Heaven. What do you remember from 
that lesson? (Heaven is a real place, 
maybe north of our earth.) Good. Our 
lesson today is more about that blessed 
place. Isn’t that happy for the last les- 
son of the year? And the verses we 
are going to read from Revelation 21 
were written by the same Apostle John 
who wrote John 14. 

As we read the first two verses of 
Revelation 21, notice three new things 
there are going to be. (New heaven, 
new earth, New Jerusalem.) Right. 
What three things have passed away? 
(First heaven, first earth, and the sea.) 

Heaven is wonderful because of all 
that is inside its gates, and wonderful 
because of what is shut out. As we 
read the rest of this chapter, let us list 
the things that will be inside on the 
right side of the board, and on the left 
side the things that will be shut out. 
In verses 3 and 4 we find four things 
that shall be no more. What are they? 
(Death, sorrow, crying, and pain.) Put 
them on the board under the word Out- 
side. Think of a land where no one can 
die, where no one fears death for him- 
self or his loved ones! Think of a coun- 
try where there is no sorrow or suffer- 
ing whatever—no more visits to doc- 
tors and dentists, no pain at all, no dis- 
appointments, no discouragements, and 
nothing to make one feel unhappy. 

Verse 5 tells what will be new in 
Heaven. (All things.) Isn’t that grand? 
Everything is new and beautiful in the 
Gloryland! 

Read verse 6 and find out what God 
has promised to give him that is athirst. 
(The fountain of the water of life.) Let 
us put fountain of life under Inside. A 
person whose soul is unsatisfied is pic- 
tured here as thirsty. Nothing will sat- 
isfy a thirsty body except a drink of 
water. Nothing will satisfy a thirsty 
soul except the water of life. Here the 
Lord promises that if someone comes 
to Him for satisfaction, He will lead 
him to the fountain of the water of life, 
where he may freely drink! Some of 
us have begun to drink there, and know 
a little of the complete satisfaction 
found in the Lord Jesus. In Heaven we 
will always have complete satisfaction. 
So let us put that on the board under 
Inside. 

What does God promise to the over- 
comer in verse 7? Let us add inheriting 
all things and made children of God to 
the Inside list. Verse 8 gives eight 
more things we must list under Outside. 
Just think, there will be no lying in 
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Heaven. This world is full of lies, so 
much so that it is often hard to dis- 
tinguish truth from falsehood. But in 
the next world it will not be so. Every- 
thing there shines with the pure light 
of truth. 

Now pass on to verses 22 and 23. Un- 
der Inside we must put the Lord God 
Almighty, the glory of God, and the 
light of the Lamb. Under Outside we'll 
put temple, sun, and moon. 

Next read verses 24 to 27. Below In- 
side must go those who are saved, open 
gates, Glory and honor. All under 
Outside, everything defiling. 

Let us read over the list of things 
that will be Inside the gates of Heaven. 
Now we shall read the list of things 
that will be forever shut out. Where 
are you going to be? Inside or Outside? 
If your name has not yet been written 
in the Lamb’s book of life, won’t you 
stay after class and find out how it can 
be put there? How awful to be shut 
out of that happy land and to spend 
eternity with all the horrible people 
and things listed under Outside! How 
glorious to be in the grand company of 
the redeemed who will march joyfully 
into the heavenly land! 

Ten thousand times ten thousand 

In sparkling raiment bright, 
The armies of the ransomed saints 
Throng up the steeps of light; 

’Tis finished, all is finished, 

Their fight with death and sin; 

Fling open wide the golden gates, 


And let the victors in! 
—Henry Alford. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
+4 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
An African Christian Password.—No 

more death ... neither shall there be 
any more pain (Rev. 21:4, Golden Text). 
Canon Bewes who visited the Mau-Mau 
district in Africa says in his book, 
“Kikuyu Conflict,” that the suffering 
Kikuyu Christians have a sort of pass- 
word. When they meet, they smile and 
point to Heaven.—Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Indescribable——And I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth: ... And I 
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her hus- 
band (Rev. 21:1, 2). In Heaven beauty has 
reached perfection. Dr. Biederwolf tells 
us of a little girl who was blind from 
birth and only knew the beauties of 
earth from her mother’s lips. A noted 
surgeon worked on her eyes and at last 
his operations were successful, and as 
the last bandage dropped away she flew 
into her mother’s arms and then to the 
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windows and open door, and as the 
glories of earth rolled into her vision, 
she ran back to her mother and said, 
“Oh, Mama, why didn’t you tell me it was 
so beautiful?” And the mother wiped 
her tears of joy away and said, “My 
precious child, I tried to tell you, but 
I couldn’t do it.” And one day when 
we go sweeping through those gates of 
pearl and catch our first vision of the 
enrapturing beauty all around us, I 
think we will hunt up John and say, 
“John, why didn’t you tell us it was so 
beautiful?” And John will say, “I tried 
to tell you when I wrote the twenty- 
first and twenty-second chapters of the 
last book in the Bible after I ‘got my 
vision, but I couldn’t do it."—From Dr. 
John R. Rice, in Sword of the Lord. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


When We See the Other Side.—I John 
saw the holy city (Rev. 21:2). I was 
once staying at Marazion, Cornwall, and 
from my bedroom window I had a 
lovely view of St. Michael’s Mount. I 
looked out the last thing at night and 
the first thing in the morning. I felt 
that I should never tire of it, for it was 
beautiful and picturesque in any light. 
I happened to speak to a native of the 
pleasure I derived from the view. He 
immediately replied: “Wait till you see 
the other side. I am afraid you won’t 
think this so beautiful then. It is one 
mass of flowers over there. You must 
go across and see the other side.” These 
words might be applied to this life and 
the next. We are only satisfied here 
because we cannot see the other side. 
God grant that our landing place may 
be on the side where the flowers of 
Heaven are blooming.—From The Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A Child of the King.—I will be his 
God, and he shall be my son (Rev. 21:7). 
A visitor was once watching a group 
of slaves slouching and shuffling off to 
their work. One tall, broad-shouldered 
fellow strode on, his head erect and 
with the gait of a man. “How’s that?” 
the visitor asked. “Oh, he’s the son of 
an African king,” was the reply, “and 
he never forgets it.” Alas, how often 
we forget, amid the drudgeries of earth, 
that we are sons and daughters of the 
King of kings and that we are in train- 
ing for thrones in His empire— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
the late Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, 
Iu. 


Beyond the Cemetery.—The nations 
of them which are saved shall walk in 
the light of it (Rev. 21:24). Road re- 
pairs were being made on one of the 
main highways in the mountains of 
Pennsylvania. At the point where the 
construction began- there were two 
signs, One read: “Travel at Your Own 
Risk”; the other: “Road Closed Beyond 
the Cemetery.” The latter sign expresses 
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the viewpoint of many men and women 
today—nothing beyond death. . . . The 
road is not closed beyond the cemetery. 
Rather, there are two roads beyond the 
grave—one to life everlasting, through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; the other 
to spiritual death and eternal judgment 
because of sin. He who tries to live 
out his life here on earth without 
Christ, or thinks to face Almighty God 
without Him, surely travels the earthly 
road at his own risk. But he who trusts 
in the Son of God as Lord and Saviour 
need have no fear. There is no danger 
here or in eternity for such an one.— 
From the Pilgrim, edited by E. Schuyler 
English. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


The Longest Day.—And the gates of 
it shall not be shut at all by day: for 
there shall be no night there (Rev. 21: 
25). Which is the longest day? That 
depends on the part of the world in 
which you live. At New York, U.S.A., 
the longest day is fifteen hours; at Mon- 
treal, Can., it is sixteen hours; at Lon- 
don, Eng., it is sixteen and a half hours; 
at Stockholm, Sweden, it is eighteen 
and a half hours; at Faroe, Finland, it 
is twenty-two hours; at Wardbury, Nor- 
way, the longest day lasts for two 
months; at Spitzbergen for three and a 
half months; but in the New Jerusalem 
to which all who believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ are going, it lasts forever, 
for “there shall be no night there.”— 
From “1000 Tales Worth Telling,” by 
Hy Pickering. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. . 


For What Are You Preparing?—And 
there shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, . . . but they which 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life 
(Rev. 21:27). “I hope your master has 
gone to Heaven,” said someone to a 
Southern slave in the old-time days of 
slavery. “I’se afraid he has not gone 
dar,” replied Ben, “for I nebber heard 
him speak of dat. When he go to de 
North, or to de Springs, he allus be get- 
tin’ ready for weeks ahead of time, but 
I never see him gettin’ ready for goin’ 
to Hebben.” That Negro’s simple words 
have a mighty weight of wisdom and 
solemn warning.—From Our Hope. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
At Home With God (Rev. 21:3, 4) 23-26) 


‘ LEASE give me a leaf, just one 

leaf, from the tree of life,” pleaded 
a boy. “O good angel, just one leaf 
would save my sister’s life! She is dy- 
ing!” But the angel at the garden gate 
replied: “Suppose I did. Can you 


promise me that your sister will never 
be sick again, that she will not do 
wrong, that she will never be cold and 
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hungry, and that she will not be treated 


mean?” “No, I cannot promise that.” 
Then the angel opened the gate a little 
way. “Take one quick look before I 
must close the gate. Then, if you still 
wish, I will ask the King for a leaf from 
the tree, to heal your sister.” The boy’s 
eyes opened wide at the beauty and 
loveliness he saw. “No, no! I will not 
ask for a leaf now. There is no place 
in all the world as beautiful as that!” 
(A legend.) 

How kind it was of the Lord Jesus 
to let John have, not just a peep, but a 
long look at the beautiful place He has 
ready for His very own! He wanted 
John to write it down because it was 
not maybe true but surely true. Do 
you remember what John told us in 
John 14? The Lord said then that there 
were many places to stay in His Father's 
house and He was going to get a place 
ready for them. Now in today’s lesson 
the Lord says it is all done and ready! 
Let us look at what John saw, or did 
not see, that surprised him. (Read Rev. 
21:3, 4, 22-27. The symbols used to rep- 
resent these ideas in the lesson for Sep- 
tember 30 may be used again. This 
time the symbols for what is there 
{gold circle or a throne to represent 
God, pictures of the Lord Jesus, angels, 
people of all ages] may previously 
be arranged on the yellow or white 
background, and over them the dark 
background placed with its what-is- 
not-there symbols [a black heart rep- 
resenting sin, pictures representing 
pain, crying, death, and sun, moon, 
church]. Then as one pupil reads, an- 
other pupil may remove, as they are 
mentioned, the objects that are not in 
the New Jerusalem. Remove the dark 
background and then speak of the good 
things. .The children may like to find 
the mention of each one in chapter 21° 
and the first part of chapter 22 of Rev- 
elation.) Do you wonder that the boy 
in the story stopped asking for a leaf 
for his sister? 


Some of you may have a mother or 
a little brother there now at Home with 
God. How happy they are! The Lord 
Jesus groaned in His heart before He 
brought Lazarus back to life. Was it 
because He knew how much more un- 
pleasant it would be for Lazarus here 
on earth even with his sisters than in 
the Gloryland? But He must show He 
had power over death and could bring 
back the dead to life so people would 
believe. 

It is all right to pray for ourselves, 
our family, and friends when they are 
sick or hurt (Jas. 5:13-16). But if ‘it 
is God’s time to take someone home to 
Himself, away from all sickness and 
trouble, we must trust Him to know 
best. He knows when it is time to move, 
just as your daddy can make better 
plans than you whether to keep on liv- 
ing in your house in this town or move 
to another house or town. All you need 
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to worry about is whether you know 
the way—John 14:6. The Lord will 
take care of all the rest. “Let not your 
heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me” (John 14:1, recent 
Memory Verse). 

Let us memorize the beautiful prom- 
ise: “God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death” (Rev. 
21:3, 4, Memory Verse). 

Will you be a one-hundred-percenter 
on our famous Bible passages quiz next 
Sunday? And be able to find them all 
quickly? 

Orono, MAINE. 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been 
located, and reprints of these grand old readers have 
now been completed. Each reader is custom made 
from the plates used in the 1879 edition .. . same type 
and binding. You can now purchase exact copies of 
these famous readers at the following low prices: 

First Reader - ~- $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader - 2.50 Fifth Reader- - ~- 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 SixthReader - + 3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders! 
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Why Prayer for Southern Negroes Gets 
Results and Wins Reward 


* Because southern Negroes are searching 
for God more diligently. 

* Because southern Negroes are quick to 
respond to the Word. 

* Because the Gospel has less opposition 
among southern Negroes. 

* Because in this day of tension God wants 
His people to show helpfulness toward 
this underprivileged group. 

* Because Carver Bible Institute is reaching 
thousands daily through its printed 
Page, its correspondence Bible lessons, 
its day school and its night school. Its 
trained graduates are bringing a new 
message of life through Christ to hun- 
dreds of rural churches. Your help is 
greatly needed at this time. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ILLY and Tommy and Sally live in 

a very poor home far, far out in 
the country. They had never been to 
Sunday school. They saw very few 
people other than the small group of 
children who attended their one-room 
schoolhouse. So it was a big surprise 
to them to see a lady bounce down 
their bumpy road in her little car. 
“Hello!” she greeted them. “I have 
come to tell you a story. If you will 
sit down over on that log, I will be 
right there.” 

Miss Betty told the children her name 
and began at once to show them a little 
book that did not have any pictures or 
any words. Yet the book contained the 
most wonderful story in the world. It 
was a story, they learned, told by colors. 
(Teacher’s note: Please use a little 
“Wordless Book” and tell the Gospel 
story here. We recommend that you 
start with the gold page.) 

The brothers and their sister were 
fascinated by the story of the little book 
without words and pictures. “Now,” 
Miss Betty continued, “would you like 
to hear more about this book? I can 
tell you a story from each page. Today 
I will tell you the story about the gold 
page—Heaven. Tomorrow I will come 
back at this same time and tell you the 
story of the black page—the page that 
reminds us of the darkness in our 
hearts, darkness caused by sin. The 
next day I will tell you the story about 
the red page. I will come each day 
this week. Will that be all right?” Be- 
fore the timid children had time to an- 
swer, Miss Betty was getting a flannel 
board out of her car. She set it up 
quickly and began her story: 

“Heaven is a _ beautiful, wonderful 
place,” she began. “Everything in Heaven 
is betterthan you can everimagine! Much 
of Heaven is brilliant gold (Rev. 21:18). 
Even the streets are paved with pure 
gold! (v. 21.) Oh, Heaven is a won- 
derful place. The Lord Jesus is there 
right now preparing places for those 
who believe in Him and love Him.” 
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The children gasped when Miss Betty 
put a picture representing the dear Lord 
Jesus on the board—and it stuck there, 
as if by magic. They had never before 
seen anything like a flannel board. 

Putting a picture that represented 
mansions on the board, Miss Betty con- 
tinued, “In Heaven the Lord Jesus is 
preparing beautiful dwelling places for 
His own (John 14:2). He wants every- 
one to be with Him there—with Him 
and with God the Father, who is also 
there. Unfortunately, however, not 
everyone will be there. Not everyone 
can go there after this life is over. You 
see, there will be no sin in Heaven. 
This dark heart reminds us that you and 
I and everyone who has ever lived has 
sinned. We sin because we cannot help 
it. We have sin in our hearts. But God 
knew all about that before time ever 
began. That is why He sent the dear 
Lord Jesus, His only Son, to earth to 
live and to die. He died to take the 
punishment that we deserve for our 
sin. By believing that He is God’s Son, 
by realizing that we are sinners, and 
by asking Him to forgive us our sin 
(being truly sorry for our sin) we re- 
ceive His forgiveness. And, if we are 
really sincere, we may then be certain 
that some day we shall be with Him in 
beautiful, wonderful Heaven. 

“Let me tell you about some other 
things that are not in Heaven,” Miss 
Betty added. Each time she mentioned 
another thing, she put a picture on the 
board. “There will be no crying in 
Heaven. For God Himself will wipe 
away all tears (Rev. 21:4). There will 
be no dying in Heaven. There will be 
no sickness in Heaven. We will not 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1003) 


1. Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22; 2 Peter 3: 
5-13; Revelation 21:1. 

2. In the light of Israel’s final deliver- 
ance and salvation. 

3. Peter’s perspective is cosmic, hav- 
ing to do with the ultimate goal of his- 
tory. 

4. The sea, 

5. (1) Israel. (2) The Church. 


6. The beast and the false prophet 
(Rev. 19:20). 


7. As the temple of the New Jerusa- 
lem (Rev. 21:22) and its light (v. 23). 


8. Twelve—three on each of the four 
sides, facing respectively north, south, 
east, and west (Rev. 21:12, 13). 


9. In this earth the nations seek glory 
for themselves; in the new earth they 
bring all glory to God (vs. 24, 26). 


10. One’s name in the Lamb’s book of 
life (v. 27). 


ELMuursT, ILL. 
























Lesson for, December 30 


need any sun or moon or candles (v. 23 
and 22:5) in Heaven, for the Lord Jesus 
Himself, the one who is the true light, 
will give all the light that is needed 
in Heaven (John 8:12; 1 John 1:5). The 
Lamb’s book of life will be there—the 
book in which are written the names of 
those who have received the Lord Jesus 
as their Saviour. Will you be in Heaven 
some day?” 

You will be glad to know that later 
that week those children did receive 
the Saviour and now they go to Sunday 
school every Sunday! 





“The Wordless Book Visualized” contains 
flannelgraph figures for illustrating this les- 
son and future lessons. Published by Inter- 
national Child Evangelism Fellowship, Box 
616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $1.50. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

we 


The Bounds of the Promised Land 
(Continued from second page) 


that the River of Egypt is the same as 
the Wady el-‘Arish today, which is 
shown in the Rand McNally Atlas 
(Plate 30) as emptying into the Medi- 
terranean about sixteen miles west of 
the Israel border. This does not include 
the area of the Suez Canal. 

“When the Children of Israel return 
to their own land;” says Dr. Larkin, “it 
will be to possess and occupy all that 
was promised to Abraham. ‘The Royal 
Grant’ ‘given by the Almighty to Abra- 
ham, extended from the ‘River of 
Egypt’ unto the ‘Great River,’ the River 
Euphrates (Gen. 15:18); and according 
to Ezekiel (Ezek. 48:1-29), from Ha- 
math, northeast of Damascus, to Kadesh 
on the south.” 

w 


Matthew's Gospel 
(Continued from page 1001) 


Did He mean it was at hand in case 
Israel accepted their Messiah and King? 
They rejected Him. What would have 
happened had they accepted Him? It 
may be said that in that case the Ro- 
mans would have crucified Him. But 
it is not a profitable question, for God 
did not make His plans in view of what 
the Jews did not do, but in view of 
what they did. It was prophesied that 
Israel would reject: “The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same was 
made the head of the corner” (Matt. 
21:42; Psa. 118:22). Messiah was to be 
a stone of stumbling and a rock of of- 
fense to both the houses of Israel (Isa. 
8:14). Our Lord knew this from the 
beginning. Yet His offer of Himself as 
Messiah was a genuine offer, and He 
wanted with all His heart to have Is- 
rael accept. The Law and the Prophets 
were until John, and from then the 
Kingdom of God was preached (Luke 
16:16). This present age is a manifes- 


tation of the Kingdom, but not the final 
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one. The Kingdom of God is still at 
hand, and future. Matthew makes these 
apparent contradictions plain. 

The Jews, and the disciples them- 
selves, had three mistaken views re- 
garding the Kingdom. They did not 
see the truth of the Sermon on the 
Mount and of the parables, also of the 
message to Nicodemus on the new birth, 
that there must be an inward change 
of heart. They were mistaken also as 
to the time of the manifestation of the 
Kingdom. John the Baptist proclaimed 
the Kingdom, and expected the grace 
and the judgment both to come in the 
lifetime of Messiah. The disciples ex- 
pected the Kingdom to appear immedi- 
ately when they entered Jerusalem. 
They were not mistaken in the view 
that there would be an earthly King- 
dom. Had they been, the Lord would 
surely have told them. The third mis- 
take was as to the process by which the 
Kingdom was to be inaugurated. They 
were not mistaken about the Kingdom 
coming like lightning. But they did 
not see that there was to be a long 
period of suffering and persecution in 


connection with proclaiming the Gospel ° 


before the Glory would follow. 

None can understand the message of 
Matthew, nor the message of the Bible, 
unless he give heed to the teaching con- 
cerning the second coming of Christ. 
Why were not the prophecies concern- 
ing the glory of Messiah fulfilled? The 
answer is that they are yet to be ful- 
filed. That is why our Lord in the 
farewell message in Matthew spoke con- 
cerning His return. The whole Gospel 
message, and the mystery of the time 
of waiting, was bound up in the truth 
that they were to expect His return in 
glory to establish His Kingdom on 
earth. The Great Commission is a 
commission to preach, with the assur- 
ance that He would be with them till the 
consummation of the age. This present 
age, He told them, would have wars, 
famines, pestilences, earthquakes, and 
these things were the beginning of travail. 
That is, the birth pains are to increase in 
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intensity at the end, until there come the 
throes of the birth anguish of a new 
age. Our great work during this age 
is to preach the Gospel to all nations. 
Our Lord Himself did not know the 
time of His coming. He said that He 
told His disciples all that the Father 
had made known to Him. How precious 
that He shared with His people this lack 
of knowledge of the times, in order that 
we may expectantly wait. 

As we close this preview of the les- 
sons in Matthew, let us go back to the 
opening verse of Matthew. Five refer- 
ences to the Old Testament are in that 
verse. And five great thrills a godly 
Jew would have as he read it: “The 
book of the generation.” Only once be- 
fore does the expression occur: “The 
book of the generations of Adam” (Gen. 
5:1). Now he is to have the book of 
the last Adam, the second man from 
Heaven! “Jesus,” is the “Joshua,” Je- 
hovah our Saviour, for whom he has 
been waiting. “Christ,” the Messiah, the 
anointed one, eagerly looked for 
through the ages. “The son of David,” 
the great King, not Solomon, but the real 
“Prince of Peace.” “Son of Abraham,” 
the true Isaac, Saviour of the world. 
Let us also enter into the glory of this 
One who is our Saviour and Lord and 
will yet be King over all the nations 
and the Saviour of the world. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 30 
Take Stock and Reorder 
(Phil. 3:13-16; 1 Cor. 10:31; Gal. 6:3-5; 
Lam, 3:40) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


EW of us can take down the calen- 

dar of a closing year and hang up 
a new one without thinking seriously 
of the way along which we have come 
in the year that is passed, and hoping 
and determining to do better in the 
year that lies ahead. Making New 
Year’s resolutions has fallen into dis- 
tavor of late because so miany such reso- 
lutions have been broken in other years, 
And yet there can be real profit in tak- 
ing inventory, as it were, and making 
plans for a better showing when the 
next year rolls around. Such a prac- 
tice may have real value both in our 
young people’s group and in our own 
personal lives. 


we 


What has our young people’s society 
accomplished in 1956? 

How many young people have been 
brought to a saving knowledge of Christ 
through our meetings or through the 
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personal witness of our members? How 
can this number be increased? 

What indications are there in our 
group of a deeper spiritual life, . of 
growth in prayer, in Bible study? 

What deeds of love have been done 
by our group in Christ’s name? 

What has our group done to attract 
and interest young people in our com- 
munity? Can we do more? 

Can I truthfully say that I know 
Christ better and love Him more than 
I did at the beginning of the year? To 
how many unbelievers have I spoken 
about Christ in the year that has gone? 

How can I make more time for daily 
Bible reading and prayer? 

An honest examination of these and 
similar questions should not discour- 
age us, no matter how unpleasant the 
answers may have to be concerning the 
past year. Failures and shortcomings 
may keep us humble, if we are willing 
to acknowledge them and let God show 
us how to overcome them. 

4 

Two serious obstacles to progress that 
we will undoubtedly meet are the temp- 
tation to be discouraged and disheart- 
ened and to dwell on failures and mis- 
takes; or, quite the opposite but 
equally frustrating, the temptation to 
become satisfied with our progress. In 
the first Scripture portion chosen for 
this week from Philippians 3, the Apos- 
tle Paul recognized the danger of think- 
ing that he had “arrived” in the Chris- 
tian life (v. 13). He was conscious that 
there was much ahead, and that he had 
not yet laid hold upon all that God 
had planned for him and for which the 
Lord Jesus had laid hold of him. But 
he did not allow this fact to discourage 
him. Turning away from the shortcom- 
ings and mistakes of the past, he 
pressed forward for the prize. The pic- 
ture here is that of a runner stretching 
every muscle and nerve and reaching 
forward to touch that tape that marks 
the completion of the race, and which 
can alone entitle the runner to the win- 
ner’s crown. Paul was never one to be 
content to be an “also ran.” Are you? 

: $e 

The second Scripture verse chosen for 
this week reminds us that as Christians 
we are not to try to separate our acts into 
two separate groups—the one religious 
and the other secular. The same prin- 
ciple should regulate all that we do. We 
may work in the shop or in the office, 
or scrub floors, or wash. dishes to the 
glory of God, just as truly as we may 
attend church or sing hymns or witness 
for Him to His glory. A great deed 
that springs from a low or selfish mo- 
tive is valueless, and likewise a simple 
deed inspired by a heart that is full of 
love for Christ can have infinite value. 
Absolute honesty and sincerity in our 
love for Christ should, therefore, be the 
watchword in planning for improve- 
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ment either in our group or in our in- 
dividual lives for 1957, 
4 * 
In Galatians 6, verses 3 .to 5, we shall 
find additional principles that will help 
us as we go forward in the coming 
year. One is to avoid being self-de- 
ceived as to our own importance. A 
healthy antidote is the testing or com- 
parison of our own work with the ideal 
standard set down for us in God’s Word. 
We are very prone to compare our- 
selves with others, and sometimes we 
can be quite well satisfied with our- 
selves and yet badly deceived. But 
when we use God’s standard to measure 
our Christian life and activities, we 
shall not be unduly “set up” by what we 
find. At the same time, we shall be 
more likely to lean hard upon God’s 
grace and provision for us, realizing 
that we simply cannot live up to the 
standard He has set unless the enabling 
comes from Him. 
se 


In this portion in Galatians comes 
also the admonition to shoulder our 
own responsibilities (v. 5). Let us not 
be satisfied in 1957 merely to be carried 
along in our Christian life and work 
by the enthusiasm and activities of our 
young people’s group, or of our church, 
or of our family, or of our friends. Let 
us launch out into the deep with a faith 
and trust of our own, as God shows us 
what He would have each of us do, as 
individuals, for Him. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Fehool Lesson Committee. 


December 24 to 31 


Mon.—Isaiah 51:2-4. Jehovah’s Reign. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “The Lord shall 
comfort Zion.” “The Lord of hosts shall 
reign in mount Zion” (Isa. 24:23). “A 
king shall reign in righteousness” (32: 
1). “And he shall reign for ever and 
ever” (Rev. 11:15). In the very place 
where men said, “We will not have this 
man to reign over us,” it shall be said, 
“This is our God; we have waited for 
him, and he will save us: this is the 
Lord; we have waited for him, we will 
be glad and rejoice in his salvation” 
(Luke 19:14; Isa. 25:9). “They shall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him” (Zech. 
12:10). Pray that the veil may soon fall 
from the eyes and hearts of blinded Is- 
rael. 


Tues.—Isaiah 65:17-25. r 
New Heaven and Earth. 


PRAYER SuscEsTIONS: “Behold, I create 
new heavens and a new earth: and the 
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former shall not be remembered, nor 
come into mind.” The Lord, who made 
the heavens and earth and spread them 
out, has declared them to be unclean 
in His sight. Sin broke out in Heaven 
and in Eden. These foul stains shall all 
be dissolved. The new habitation of 
God shall be one of beauty, purity, and 
bliss. It will make all forget the old 
heavens and earth. Eye hath never 
seen, nor has the heart conceived the 
things which the Lord has in mind for 
Himself and ransomed sinners and His 
hosts above. Pray for deeper apprecia- 
tion of the “rest” that remaineth to the 
people of God (Heb. 4:9). 


Wed.—Isaiah 60:15-22. 
Righteousness in the Land. 
PRAYER SucceEstTions: “Thou shalt call 
thy walls Salvation, and thy gates 
Praise.” God’s program calls for the 
moral, physical, and spiritual renovation 
of Israel. It will amaze the world. This 
will come by transformation. “The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will perform this” 
(Isa. 9:7). “And the Gentiles shall see 
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thy righteousness, and all kings thy 
glory” (Isa. 62:2). Pray for the Editor, 
staff, writers, and readers of The Sun- 
day School Times; and for its wider use- 
fulness. 


Thurs.—Romans 12:1-8. Transformed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.” The Christian has responsibil- 
ities. Christian, be not conformed to 
this world but transformed by receiving 
the mind of Christ. Yielding to God 
comes first, then service. Only those 
who are in “newness of life” can walk 
in “newness of life.” Pray for more 
such transformations among God’s peo- 
ple. 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 5:11-19. 
New Men in Christ. 


PRAYER SuccEsTions: “If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” Paul uses the 


phrase, “new creature,” elsewhere (see 


Gal. 6:15). He mentions the “new man” 
a number of times. Are you one of 
Christ’s made-new ones? Have you put 
on the “new man” created in God, by 
Christ Jesus, “in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him”? (Col. 
3:10.) To what extent have the old 
things of life departed from you? To 
what extent are all things become new? 
Pray for more proof of Christ’s trans- 
forming power in your life. 


Sat.—Hebrews 12:18-29. 
Church of the First-Born. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The general as- 
sembly and church of the firstborn, 
which are written in heaven.” Christ 
is the “firstborn” from the dead, and 
angels and ransomed people are among 
these on the basis of adoption by the 
God of all grace (Col. 1:15). And Christ 
is the “firstbegotten” Son of God (Heb. 
1:6), who has begotten us unto a lively 
hope by His resurrection from the dead. 
What a company! What everlasting 
glory! What eternal service! Pray for 
missionaries in difficult fields, 


Sun.—Revelation 21:1-8, 
All Things New. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold, I make 
all things new.” A new heaven and a 
new earth is God’s announced plan for 
His redeemed ones. The future will 
display more of God’s kindness and love 
than ever has been thought. He doeth 
only wondrous things. Multitudes will 
never see the new heaven and the new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
Pray for more thoughtfulness of your 
Home over there, 

w 

The fullness of the Spirit is simply 
the full preparation for living and 
working as a child of God—Andrew 
Murray. 
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Dear Sunday School Times Reader: 


NEVER BEFORE HAVE I WRITTEN SUCH AN URGENT AND DES- 
PERATE PLEA FOR HELP! 


The whole world knows how the brave little land of Hungary has been 
invaded by the force of 200,000 Communist soldiers and 5,000 tanks. 
Men, women, and children, and even babies, have been massacred; and the 
total of dead and wounded is said to number more than 100,000. 


More than 100,000 refugees have crossed the Iron Curtain frontier from 


Hungary into Austria. These refugees have risked their lives struggling 


through the marshes and woods along the frontier. 
across icy rivers in order to reach freedom in the West. 


Some even swam 
Many were shot 


down by Communist bullets as they tried to make their escape. 


From the very first day that the Hungarian refugees began 


to cross, the missionaries of the European Evangelistic Crusade 
have been giving physical and spiritual aid to these hungry 


and homeless people. ‘ 


As fast as your gifts come in, the EEC will send aid 
to the Hungarian refugees who stream into Austria 
daily. Help these courageous people now in their hour 
of desperate need. These are moments of crisis and 
momentous change and we cannot wait to help the 
thousands who are suddenly homeless, sick, and 
hungry. THEY NEED YOUR HELP NOW! 


We have received urgent appeals from our mission- 
aries in Austria for Hungarian Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, and Gospels. They write that never before 
have they seen such a hunger for the Word of God. 
Refugees literally tore portions of Scriptures out of their 


Please address all correspondence and gifts to: 


HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND 


Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
Director for North America 


EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
(Member Mission I.F.M.A.) 
811 Westview Street, Dept. S, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I am enclosing 
to help alleviate the physical and spiritual 
needs of the Hungarian refugees. 


Refugee children who have escaped 
from the Communist tyranny behind 
the Iron Curtain, rejoice in their 
new found liberty. 


hands. The refugees have told our missionaries that 
the Bible has been denied to them for the last ten 
years under Communist oppression. 


The EEC is supplying food, clothing, CARE parcels, 
Hungarian Bibles and Scripture portions to the refu- 
gees who need the comfort of God’s Word and the 
message of salvation in this their tragic hour. By the 
time you read this, I shall personally be on the Hun- 
garian-Austrian frontier and shall spend the Christmas 
season in Austria supervising our relief ministry among 
the Hungarian refugees. 


In the name of Christ, as God directs and touches 
your heart, please send $1, $5, $10, or $100; but send 
it today and mark it “Hungarian Refugees.” We 
need your prayers and we urgently need your support now. 


Yours on behalf of the Hungarian refugees, 


Director for North America 
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